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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message —is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. By an- 
swering perplexing religious questions THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE will strengthen your faith 
in the Bible. It will give you courage for 
these uncertain times and bring peace and 
stability to your life. 

Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 
HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History 40 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 
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DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
February 12 1955 


To help your children 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interesting 
and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar,time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 

With full-color illustrations. 


Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price era ae | 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color, 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 x 12. 


Price 35 





Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





Instructive booklet 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
Second Coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 

It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 

This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 
Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies to 
send to your friends. 
One dozen copies 
Single copies 


.. $1.00 
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THE SERPENT OF GENESIS 


HE allegory encompassed within the first three chap- 

ters of Genesis has been grievously misinterpreted 

by the theologians, who still persist in literalizing 

the entire passage. To subscribe to such construction of 

the narrative is to be unreasonable, to disregard scientific 
facts and to ignore Scriptural definitions. 

Of all the symbols to which they have attached literal 
meanings, perhaps none involves such obvious impos- 
sibilities as the “serpent”: If the position is taken that it 
is literal, then the serpent is capable of speech and con- 
sequently possessing a tongue with which to articulate; 
furthermore, the serpent is plainly stated to be alive at 
Christ’s Second Advent (Rev. 20: 1—4), and therefore 
has attained to the great age of nearly 6,000 years. Yet 
no such species can be found today. 

Let no one complacently assume such absurdities to 
be wholly obliterated in the light of this twentieth cen- 
tury; for in their book, “Fundamental Beliefs,” one of 
the leading religious organizations of the day pictures a 
literal serpent in Eden, standing on its tail and convers- 
ing with Adam and Eve! Therefore the issue belongs to 
this very age, and every lover of God’s Word should count 
it an obligation to seek and secure the one sane and Scrip- 
tural solution to the subject as revealed in the Bible. 


The Serpent of the Bible 


A survey of the ministry of John the Baptist as re- 
corded in Matthew 3 reveals the type of serpents which 
come within the scope of Scriptural discussion. As the 
result of John’s dynamic preaching, multitudes “were 
baptized of him in Jordan, ... But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance” (Matt. 3: 6—8). The Phari- 
sees and Sadducees were designated vipers because they 
possessed serpentine characteristics. 

Jesus addressed these professed religious leaders in 
like manner, saying, “O generation of vipers, how can 
ye, being evil, speak good things?” (Matt. 12: 34). Again 
in Matthew 23 which records His eight-fold condemna- 
tion of the scribes and Pharisees we find, “Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell [destruction]?” (verse 33). 

Those who are informed concerning the scribes and 
Pharisees of that day—their masked hypocrisy, their 
external sanctimony which concealed internal filth—may 
well feel that Jesus’ denunciation was just. They were 
unmistakably “serpents,” “vipers,” possessed of the dead- 
liest venom. 

However, the serpent class is not confined alone to the 
temple priesthood. Looking closer, we find the serpentine 
nature to be evidenced right within the circle of Jesus’ 
closest followers. (Here it must be remembered that the 
“serpent” symbolism finds its equivalent in numerous 
other Scriptural terms such as “the Devil,” “Satan,” “the 
great dragon,” etc., all of which denote sin and all sin- 
ners. any adversary to God.) Because of the opposition 
which they raised, Jesus placed both Judas and Peter in 
the serpent or devil category. We read in John 6: 70, 71, 


“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 
He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it 
was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.” 
Again, when Jesus revealed His imminent crucifixion, 
Peter was the opposer, and said, “Be it far from thee, 
Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an of- 
fense unto me: for thou savorest not the things that be 
of God, but those that be of men” (Matt. 16: 22, 23). 

Thus we find that the scribes and Pharisees were ac- 
counted “serpents,” Judas was “a devil,” and upon the 
occasion noted, Peter was “Satan”—all because they op- 
posed the purposes of Jehovah. What of us? Can we 
escape like classification? Paul supplies the answer in 
IT. Cor. 11: 2, 3, “For I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, 
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.” This text reveals that we 
ourselves, we who desire to be selected as the virgin 
Bride of Christ, are in constant danger of being seduced 
by the serpent, not a literal reptile but the wiles of the 
natural mind. This was the serpent that beguiled Eve in 
the garden. 

Lest we should still feel the serpent to be composed of 
some outside influence, Jesus adds further weight to the 
argument. In Mark 7:15, 21—23, He states plainly the 
source of all temptation: “There is nothing from without 
a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the 
things which come out of him, those are they that defile 
the man... . For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” In all ages, 
nothing from without can defile a man; the crafty ser- 
pent dwells right within the compass of the unregenerated 
mind. 

James teaches the same truth in chapter 1: 13, 14, “Let 
no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man: but every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed.” This eliminates all 
possibility of a literal devil or serpent upon whom to lay 
the blame for our evil devices and shortcomings. As we 
are tempted, so Eve was tempted—when drawn away of 
her own lusts. 


“YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE” 


Eve’s temptation is a characteristic type. The serpent’s 
success lay in convincing her that God’s law was not as 
exacting as she had supposed, that the forbidden fruit 
could be sampled with safety. Always, as in Eden, the 
baser instincts are parleying with the better nature, sug- 
gesting liberties which God has refused, and assuring 
their harmlessness. The voice of the serpent whispers out 
of the dust of human desire, saying, “Indulge your nat- 
ural cravings just this once; Ye shall not surely die.” 

Paul felt this duplicity of desire when he wrote, “When 


I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in 
the law of God after the inward man: but I see another 
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law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members” (Rom. 7: 21—23). This was the ser- 
pent at work. 


“THOU ART CURSED . . . DUST SHALT THOU EAT” 


Because the serpent led Eve into transgression, the 
Lord said, “Thou art cursed above all cattle, and above 
every beast of the field; .. . and dust shalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life” (Gen. 3: 14). The foregoing evidence 
proves conclusively it does not refer to literal serpents. 
Rather, Jeremiah writes, “Cursed be the man that trust- 
eth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the Lord” (17:5). 

By consulting James we find the nature of the “dust” 
or serpent’s meat: “If ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 
This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish” (3:14, 15). All who have bitter envy- 
ing or strife in their hearts are feeding on dust, that 
which is earthly, the wisdom from beneath. 


Means of Resisting the Serpent 


The allegory in Genesis reveals, and our own experi- 
ence in coping with the impulses of the natural mind 
confirms, the serpent to be “more subtle than any beast 
of the field” (Gen. 3:1). The Prophet Jeremiah truly 
said, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked” (17:9). 

Though mankind is beset by a deceitful heart which 
is desperately wicked in its subtle devices, yet they need 
not fall victim to its strategem, for God has provided the 
means by which it is possible to resist and overcome the 
serpent nature. 

We read in Ephesians 6 of the Christian’s armor which 
is invulnerable to all attack: “Put on the whole armor 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteous- 
ness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gos- 
pel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (vs. 10, 14—17). 
This description of the Christian’s armor provides strik- 
ing evidence as to the nature of the serpent. A spiritual 
armor could not have been supplied for conquering a lit- 
eral foe. 

The one great means of victory over the carnal mind 
is further stressed by Peter: ‘“Forasmuch then as Christ 
hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with the same mind” (I. Pet. 4:1). As we become armed 
with the mind of Christ, the crooked paths created by 
the schemings of the serpentine brain straighten into 
well-ordered thought channels. This is resisting the devil 
until he flees; this is resisting unto blood, striving against 
sin (James 4:7; Heb. 12: 4). 


Christ Reckons with the Serpent 


Though some have resisted the workings of the carnal 
mind, overcoming the serpent nature individually, yet 
it lives and thrives in the world at large. However, this 
earth was not created to be plagued everlastingly by the 
wiles of evil-doers. Upon the pages of the Sacred Volume 
the final end of the serpent class is decreed. 

The Bible teaches that when Christ returns and calls 


upon all nations to submit to His righteous rule, they will 
rise up to wage war against Him. This is the Battle of 
Armageddon, foreseen by the Revelator in the following 
symbolism: “There was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought 
and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world” (Rev. 12: 7—9). This 
war is waged in the political heavens between Michael 
or Christ and the powers of earth, here designated by the 
equivalent terms, “the great dragon,” “that old serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan.” No ambiguity is left as to the 
result of the war: The old serpent is to be cast out of 
heaven; erring man shall be forced to surrender the 
throne to Christ and His co-rulers. 

The ousting of the old serpent from the political heav- 
ens fulfills Christ’s words, “I beheld Satan as lightning 
fall from heaven” (Luke 10:18). Despite the fact that 
the false teachers place this as an event of history (claim- 
ing Satan to have been a prominent angel in heaven who 
through misconduct became the Lucifer of earth), yet it 
is evident to every candid mind that to this day it re- 
mains an unfulfilled prophecy: Satan rules supreme in 
the political heavens of this troubled world. 

Though Satan is to be dethroned by Christ, he will not 
at that time be destroyed. The Revelator informs us, “I 
saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he 
laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and 
set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after 
that he must be loosed a little season” (20: 1—3). 


When we consult the Psalmist, no obscurity remains 
as to the identity of this angel who employs a chain to 
capture and confine the serpent. We read in Psalm 149: 
5—9, “Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing 
aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises of God be in 
their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand; to ex- 
ecute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon 
the people; to bind their kings with chains, and their 
nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the 
judgment written: this honor have all his saints.” Clearly, 
it is Christ and the saints who are to wield the chain. 

Without the solid foundation of the Gospel, the heart 
of man is fittingly termed “the bottomless pit”; there the 
serpent is compelled to remain in captivity for the thou- 
sand years. If man chooses to retain evil in his heart, 
that is his privilege; but no open manifestation of the 
serpent nature will be tolerated. The chain is strong, the 
law unbreakable. The hand or power of the “weaned 
child” (the righteous rulers) is placed on the cockatrice’ 
den so that the serpent cannot project his ugly head; 
wickedness must be confined within the heart (Isa.11:8). 

At the end of the Millennial reign of Christ and the 
saints, there is “silence in heaven” for a brief period. The 
second Resurrection has taken place, all who have died 
during the Millennium being brought forth for judgment, 
and the law is suddenly suspended to reveal what has 
been in their hearts. The serpent is “loosed a little sea- 
son.” A formidable rebellion ensues but is swiftly extin- 
guished by the destruction of the rebels, as we read in 
Rev. 20:9, “They went up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the be- 
loved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, 
and devoured them.” The Second Judgment consigns the 
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remainder of the serpent class to eternal destruction in 
the “lake of fire, .. . which is the second death” (Rev. 20: 
9, 10, 14; 21:8). 

This will bring to pass another phase of the allegory 
recorded in Genesis 3:15. Addressing the serpent, the 
Almighty said, “I will put enmities between thee and the 
woman, and thy seed and her seed: she shall crush thy 
head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel” (Douay 
Version). Always enmity has existed between the seed 
of the serpent—the wicked—and the faithful woman, the 
Bride of Christ. We see it evidenced with Cain and Abel, 
Daniel and his persecutors, Jesus and those who opposed 
and finally crucified Him, etc. However, it is not until the 
Second Judgment following the rebellion at the close of 
the Millennium that the faithful woman will crush the 
serpent of sin to his everlasting death. 

We read of this in Numbers 24: 17—19, “A star of a 
king has come from Jacob, a mace has risen from Israel, 
crashing in Moab’s head, the skull of these proud creatures! 
... Israel wins the day, and Jacob tramples on his foes” 
(Moffatt’s trans.). The crushing of the serpent’s head 
will be the most stupendous event in the history of this 
planet, for it will terminate wickedness in all its forms; 
nothing shall be left to hurt or destroy; the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord—righteous rulers and 
subjects; death itself shall be vanquished in the dawn 
of an eternal day. 


This is the fourth of a series of articles pub- 
lished in THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE, to clarify the 
grossly misunderstood opening chapters of Gen- 
esis. Former articles have included THE FIRST 
THREE CHAPTERS OF GENESIS, THE GARDEN OF 
EDEN, and THE RIVER AND TREES OF EDEN. These 
are available at five cents a copy. 

Our next issue will feature THE CURSED GROUND, 
“THORNS AND THISTLES SHALL IT BRING FORTH.” 





LEARN AND LIVE 


66 MAY I learn thy statutes right, 
So I can walk within thy light, 
In truth and soberness; 
O may I keep unto the end 
Thy precepts all, which thou didst send; 
Serve thee with all my might, 
By walking in thy light.” 


We read in Proverbs 4:7, “Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting, 
get understanding.” How true that wisdom is the prin- 
cipal thing, in religion as well as in everything else. We 
must learn this wisdom of God; for we cannot believe 
that of which we have not been previously informed. 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” To be a success the workman must know 
and understand how to use his tools. The lawyer, in the 
study of his profession, realizes that he must acquire a 
thorough knowledge of the law to be successful; also the 
teacher and the musician realize that knowledge is the 
principal thing. Jesus has declared that no one can come 
to Him without wisdom, and we read that “the excellency 
of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that 
have it.” To gain this wisdom is the only way to gain the 
life that will never end. 





Not only will it give us a crown of glory, but it will 
make us happy now; as Jesus said, “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” First study and 
learn them, and then the doing of His commandments 
will bring happiness. 

“Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowl- 
edge in the mystery of Christ.” We learn this wisdom by 
reading the sixty-six Letters that God has written to us, 
and it all becomes plain to those who are willing to ac- 
cept its blessed truths. It was by knowing God’s word 
that Jesus was able to resist temptation. He kept ready 
the shield “It is written.” Nothing else will make us free 
from sin but to know the truth and obey it. 


“Everyone who has a thorough knowledge of the Bible 
can truly be called educated,” said William L. Phelps. “It 
is a revelation of divinity and of humanity; it contains 
the loftiest religious aspiration along with a candid rep- 
resentation of all that is earthly, sensual and devilish. We 
firmly believe a knowledge of the Bible without a college 
course is more valuable than a college course without 
the Bible.” We most certainly should attend the School of 
Unlearning, and learning, that we may “unlearn” the 
fables and superstitions taught us in our youth, and ac- 
quire a knowledge of the plain teachings of the Bible. 
For the end of learning is to know God, and out of that 
knowledge to love Him by strict obedience to His com- 
mandments. 


The virtue of reading is not how much you read, but 
how much you learn, and how much of what you learn you 
are able to use for better living. Let your reading have a 
practical bearing, and tend to the correction of your 
faults. Apply all you read to yourself. The great art of 
learning much is to undertake a little at a time. It is not 
safe to go through the day without reading some portion 
of the life-giving Word. Meditation upon one verse or 
phrase may drive away the ungodly thought. We must 
keep in close touch with God by keeping in close touch 
with His Word. Our religion tells us that our trials can 
be converted into triumphs, our millstones into stepping- 
stones. We can learn from every hardship. 


Of our Master is written, “Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” 
We cannot sow weeds and reap fruits. How can we meet 
the many temptations and trials before us today if our 
spiritual resources are low? The first and best victory is 
to conquer self. To be conquered by self is of all things the 
most shameful and vile. 

“Tell me not what thou hast heard and read, and only 
so; but what (after thy hearing and reading) thou hast 
taken into thy meditation, found to be truth settled with 
judgment, fixed in thy memory, embraced in thy affec- 
tions—and then a long time practiced, and so made up to 
be truly thine own. This and only this, is rightly called 
learning.” 

We read in II. Peter 1: 2, 3, “Grace and peace be multi- 
plied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue.” 


“This understanding I must gain, 
That I may keep thy law and reign 
With thee forevermore; 

May I observe thy law each day, 
By walking in the narrow way; 
So I can gain sweet rest, 

And be forever blest.” 
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The Blood of Christ that Cleanseth from Sin 


HE Apostle Peter states in his Second Epistle (3: 

15, 16) that our beloved Brother Paul has written 
“some things hard to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction.” This alerts us 
to the danger of private interpretation, of which we are 
warned in II. Peter 1: 20 that “no prophecy of the Scrip- 
ture is of any private interpretation,” that is, individually 
we have no right to give our interpretation but must seek 
in the sayings of Jesus, the Apostles, and Prophets to find 
the meaning that is given by Almighty God and be gov- 
erned by the God-given rules. 

His wisdom is given in subjects: “Precept upon pre- 
cept; line upon line, . . . here a little, and there a little” 
(Isa. 28:10). This is more difficult than reading a verse 
or a chapter and giving one’s own interpretation of it; 
but the Scriptural way is the only way to gain the knowl- 
edge of God. 

The Apostle Paul says in I. Cor. 2: 4—8, “My speech 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God. . . . But we speak the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, . . . which 
none of the princes of this world knew. . . .” No, even 
today none of them know this wisdom of God. The false 
teachers have made a mystery of it. Is it not a mystery to 
believe that literal blood can in any way cleanse from 
sin? And is it not a great mystery to believe that the 
deeds of a righteous man can make you or me clean? that 
there is any justification except in becoming just? 

In order to understand the Word of God we must ob- 
serve the rule given in I. Cor. 2: 138, “Which things also 
we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, . . . comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” For 
example: when people read in the Bible about blood, they 
think it always refers to literal blood; and when they 
read that men have to die, they think it always refers to 
literal death. Thus they refuse to compare “spiritual 
things with spiritual” and therefore go along ignorant 
of these grand and glorious truths of the Word of God. 


BLOOD IN THE TYPE AND ANTITYPE 


We must remember these rules when reading Hebrews 
9 especially, for this chapter contains some of the deep 
sayings of the Apostle Paul. He first mentions the Mosaic 
law: There was a sanctuary and priests under that law, 
of whom he says, “Now when these things were thus or- 
dained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 
accomplishing the service of God. But into the second 
went the high priest alone once every year, not without 
blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of 
the people.” This was the type. Now for the antitype. 

So Christ, our great High Priest, has gone into Heaven, 
the real Most Holy Place. That is why Jesus said to His 
disciples, “Whither I go, ye cannot come” (John 13: 33). 
It was unlawful for any but the high priest to enter the 
most holy place. 

There was literal blood in the type. In Lev. 17:11 we 
are told: “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” Literal 
life is in the literal blood; so the spiritual blood of the 
new covenant, the word of truth, will give eternal life to 


every one who will eat every word of God. Remember, it 
was literal in the type, but spiritual in the antitype. 

Under the law of Moses it “was a figure for the time 
then present, in which were offered both gifts and sac- 
rifices, that could not make him that did the service per- 
fect, as pertaining to the conscience; which stood only 
in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances,” continues Paul in Hebrews 9. “But Christ 
being come a high priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption.” 

What blood is this by which we too may obtain eternal 
redemption? We find that the creeds of all the denomina- 
tions teach that it is the literal blood of Christ shed on 
Calvary. But a man might be washed in an ocean of lit- 
eral blood, and he would come out more filthy than when 
he went in. 

A thought in Heb. 12: 24 throws light on the subject: 
“And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel.” Wicked Cain shed the literal blood of his 
brother Abel, but this spiritual blood speaketh better 
things. See the following verse; it shows what this blood 
is: “See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they 
escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much 
more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that 
speaketh from heaven.” It is His word of truth that will 
save all who obey it. 


JESUS DEFINES BLOOD 


In the wonderful 6th chapter of John Jesus speaks of 
the “bread,” the “flesh” and the “blood.” In verse 41 we 
read that “the Jews then murmured at him because he 
said, I am the bread which came down from heaven.” He 
was not speaking of His physical being but of the “bread” 
of heaven, the words of eternal life which He brought 
to their listening ears. But they murmured, thinking He 
meant to imply that He, Himself, was the bread from 
heaven. Then to explain, He said further: “No man can 
come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written 
in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. 
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned 
of the Father, cometh unto me.” This is the bread from 
heaven: to be taught of God, to hear and learn of the Fa- 
ther. It is these words of eterna! life, which if eaten will 
give us everlasting life. “The Jews therefore strove among 
themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” They were in darkness, as are many in the world 
today, thinking Jesus meant His literal flesh and blood. 
During the Dark Ages the minds of men became en- 
shrouded in superstition and error and they were turned 
away from the grand and glorious truth that it is His 
word that gives life, to the idea that Jesus meant they 
were to eat His literal flesh and drink His literal blood. 


“Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you.” We know perfectly well 
that we cannct eat the literal flesh or drink the literal 
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blood of Jesus; so let us see what kind of flesh and blood 
He is speaking of. For if we do not eat this flesh, He 
says, by hearing and learning of the Father, we shall 
never have life eternal. 

He continues: “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood”—what kind of flesh? The “holy flesh” of which 
we read in Jer. 11: 15. In the Bible we read of two dif- 
ferent kinds of “flesh.” The meaning of “holy flesh” is: 
“To be joyful; to gladden with glad tidings . . . to hear 
glad tidings, to announce glad tidings.” The Prophet thus 
expressed it: “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 
heart” (Jer. 15:16). 

The other kind of flesh is mentioned in Eccl. 4: 5, “The 
fooi foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.” 
Not for a moment do we imagine he ate his literal flesh; 
but he is idle, does not want to read, understand, and 
keep the sayings of this Book. On the other hand, the wise 
are reading, learning and understanding, eating the “holy 
flesh” —the words of God and Christ. It is as Jesus said 
in John 6: 55, “For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed.” This wonderful “meat” will impart 
strength to the new man, for Jesus said: “He that eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father ; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.” 

The Jews of that day were so intent upon the literal 
that Jesus reinforced His position with a statement so 
plain that it left no chance for further equivocation: “It 
is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life” (v. 63). When He spoke of the bread from heaven, 
their minds reverted to the literal manna which sus- 
tained Israel in the Wilderness; when He spoke of eating 
His flesh and drinking His blood, they could not think be- 
yond the literal blood that moved in His veins. There- 
fore, in one conclusive statement He revealed the error of 
their supposition: “The [literal] flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life.” 

Jesus had assured them that they could secure life by 
eating Him in the same sense that He lived by the Father. 
Jesus did not eat the Father: He ate the words which the 
Father gave Him to speak, and these words were what 
He gave to the disciples to eat. He says in that wonderful 
prayer just before His crucifixion: “I have given unto 
them the words which thou gavest me. ...I have given 
them thy word; and the world hath hated them. . . . Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth’ (John 
17: 8, 14, 17). This is His own “blood,” the word of truth, 
which will sanctify and make clean, even as Christ is pure. 
It is the same “blood” that sanctifies, as expressed in Heb. 
13: 12, “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.” 
What blood will sanctify? “Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth.” 


In the type the priests sprinkled the literal blood; so 
in the antitype the spiritual blood, the words of eternal 
life, must be sprinkled upon those who will accept it. The 
Prophet Isaiah (1:16, 17) says: “Wash you, make you 
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well... .” Jeremiah 
urges (4:14), “O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from 
wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall 
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?” Jesus told His dis- 
ciples (John 15:3, 7), “Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you... . If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 


it shall be done unto you.” This spiritual blood or word of 
life is sprinkled upon us “here a little, and there a little” 
from the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles. 

In John 4:31—34, Jesus said to His disciples when 
they urged Him to eat: “I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of.” They were puzzled, and said one to another: 
“Hath any man brought him aught to eat?” Then said 
Jesus unto them: “My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work.” He had reference to the 


words of eternal life, the meat which came down from 
Heaven. 


ISRAEL ATE CHRIST — WHAT CHRIST? 


This “meat,” this “bread,” is called Christ, we find by 
reading I. Cor. 10: 1—4, “Moreover, brethren, I would not 
that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; ... and 
did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the 
same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” Not 
the personal Christ, but the wondrous Truth, called 
Christ. This Christ the Truth is also spoken of in Col. 1: 
27, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” All the faithful eat 
this meat, this spiritual Christ; which means, in other 
words, to be washed in the spiritual blood of the Lamb. 


BLOOD WHITENS ROBES — CAN IT BE LITERAL? 


During the Millennium, that coming thousand-year- 
reign of Christ over the nations of earth, the subjects will 
all have to wash in this same spiritual blood; for so we 
are told in Rev. 7: 9, 18, 14, “After this I beheld, and, lo, 
a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations and kindreds and people, and tongues, stood be- 
fore the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; ... And one of the elders 
answered, saying unto me, What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I 
said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said unto me, 
These are they which came out of [ek: ‘after; outside of,’ 
or ‘beyond’] great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

If this were a literal robe, would it be possible for it 
to come forth white if washed in the literal blood of the 
Lamb? No; it would come forth red as crimson. But a 
spiritual robe, washed in the spiritual blood of the Lamb, 
will come forth pure white for this number taken out 
during the thousand-year reign. These are the subjects of 
the Kingdom of Christ, and they have the opportunity of 
perfecting their character after the “devil” is bound; 
that is, when all sin and evil is restrained. They will have 
an easy time. There will be no great trials to pass through, 
no frowning world to cast reproach upon them; for this 
great number is perfected “outside of, or beyond, the 
great tribulation” during which those “kings and 
priests” who reign with Christ have perfected their 
characters. 

So we see that Israel in the Wilderness ate the spiritual 
Christ before the literal Christ was born; during His 
mortal career, Jesus advised to eat His words; during 
His future kingship, generations yet unborn will be per- 
fected by applying His blood to their robe of character. 


Thus yesterday, today and forever, this is the blood that 
cleanseth from sin. 





“Above all, give us freedom from hypocrisy, lukewarm- 
ness and the casual attitude in matters of faith.” 











6 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








BEAUTY 


EBSTER defines “beauty” as “an assemblage of 

graces,” and today we hear much about physical 
grace and beauty. The vitamin manufacturers and the 
beauty salons have taken advantage of the situation and 
have chosen for a few of their advertising slogans, “Beauty 
begins within.” “You can look your best only as you feel 
your best.” “Make the most of your looks.” “Any man or 
woman can be more handsome or beautiful with a course 
of beauty treatments from our salon.” 

People are aware that the person with a pleasing ap- 
pearance and personality is often chosen to fill a respon- 
sible and select position in preference to one whose work 
merits it. And the result? The vitamin manufacturers and 
their associated industries and the Houses of Beauty, so- 
called, do a thriving business. 

But when God offers a medicine—the Balm of Gilead— 
which, if taken in sufficient quantities over a long enough 
period of time, will heal all spiritual maladies now, and 
in the end procure the beauty of salvation—perpetual 
health, strength, vigor and vivacity—His offer is ignored 
by the masses. God’s beauty course is second to none, in 
that it gains for every successful participant the ap- 
proval and words of commendation from the coming King 
of all the earth. 

“Beauty begins within.” This slogan is especially ap- 
plicable in the spiritual, as the “King’s daughter” is re- 
quired to be “all glorious within” (Psalm 45:13). 

To be all glorious outwardly is not so difficult, but to be 
all beautiful within, under God’s all-seeing eye, means 
something. No veneered finish will do; He demands that 
we be in the innermost recesses of our heart or mind what 
we appear on the surface. 

God has likened the reaching of this high standard to 
the ancient method used in the refining of gold for fine 
wrought work. The gold ore was placed in the smelting 
pot, and as the heat melted the gold it separated and 
hardened the dross which then arose to the surface where 
it could be skimmed off. The process was a long, laborious, 
and tedious one, for as soon as the heat of the fire lost 
its intensity by reason of the cool night air or through an 
insufficient amount of fuel, the dross immediately settled 
to the bottom where it remainea until enough heat was 
applied to again bring it to the surface. It was reheated 
again and again before all the dross could be removed. 
As long as any dross remained, the metal would bubble 
and sputter when brought to a high degree of heat. The 
gold was considered fit for finest wrought work only 
when, under the most intense heat, the transparent golden 
liquid remained still enough as it rose higher and higher 
in the smelting pot to reflect the refiner’s features per- 
fectly. 

We have been placed in the melting pot of Truth; trial 
and temptation is but the fire that tries our mental and 
moral metal and separates the gold from that which is 
useless. One fiery ordeal does not accomplish this work, 
but the trials and temptations must needs come again and 
again until we become so free from sin, so warmed up in 
truth, that we become persons of transparent character, 
and under the most severe trial or temptation will not 
murmur or falter. Having yielded ourselves completely 
to Him, it will but cause us to rise higher and higher until 
in the once turbulent but now quiet depths of our soul, 
and on the smooth and unmarred surface, the Great Re- 
finer will be able to see His image perfectly reflected to 
the most minute detail. Then and only then will we be 


fit to be wrought into a vessel for the Master’s eternal 
using. 


“Let thy gold be cast in the furnace, 
Thy red gold, precious and bright; 
Do not fear the hungry fire, 
With its caverns of burning light; 
And thy gold shall return more precious, 
Free from every spot and stain; 
For gold must be tried by fire, 
To perfection’s standard attain. 


“In the cleansing fire of trial 
Cast thy heart, do not faint or wail; 
Let thy hand be firm and steady, 
Do not let thy spirit quail: 
But wait till the purging is over 
And take thy heart again; 
For as gold is tried by fire, 
So a heart must be tried by pain! 


“T shall know by the gleam and the glitter 
Of the golden chain* you wear, 
By your heart’s calm strength in serving 
Of the fire you have had to bear. 
Beat on, true heart, forever! 
Shine bright, strong golden chain! 
And bless the cleansing fire, 
And the furnace of living pain!” 


Truth, to be effectual in our lives, must get into the 
bloodstream, permeate every fiber of our being, influenc- 
ing mightily those hidden inner springs of our life. God 
wants single-heartedness, not duplicity. 

Millions seek to make themselves something in the 
sight of man; but merely to have a reputation for doing 
good is not enough in God’s sight; we must have a godly 
character as well. “Character is what a person is; reputa- 
tion is what he is supposed to be. Character is in the in- 
dividual; reputation is in the minds of others. Character 
is injured by wrong doing; reputation by libels. Char- 
acter endures through defamation of every form, but 
perishes when there is a transgression; reputation may 
last through many transgressions but be destroyed by a 
single accusation, true or false.” 

God has no more delight in a good reputation if it is 
hypocritical than we do in a basket of topped produce. 
He wants our fruits to be at the bottom what they appear 
to be on top; not beautiful outwardly, and underneath 
small, gnarled and wormy. 

The beauty of purpose God demands is that our mo- 
tives, feelings and thoughts be directed into the channel 
that opens up into beauty of action, godly humility, hon- 
esty of intent, stability and purity of character. God will 
not think our walk beautiful if we are wandering in the 
bypaths of sin; it must be in the lowly paths of Christian 
virtue. 

“All beautiful within.” How much is contained in few 
words! After all, the fruits of the flesh are just evil 
thoughts solidified. 

If our love for God and our beauty before Him is found 
to be not the real thing, our appearance on the stage of 
life will have proved but a farce in the drama of the ages. 


* “For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and 
chains about thy neck” (Proverbs 1:9). 
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FREEDOM 


[' you were to conduct a poll asking people to define the 
word freedom, you no doubt would receive many and 
varied answers. To most people freedom means the ability 
to do the things that appeal the most to them. The Pil- 
grims and Puritans left their native lands and came to 
America to obtain religious freedom. Later a clause in the 
American Constitution granted this right to all in the 
land, and today we can enjoy this privilege without being 
molested. 

George Washington did much to assure men freedom, 
as did many others. Abraham Lincoln performed a great 
and noble work in freeing the slaves. But there are other 
forms of slavery that are equally enthralling, and which 
will take away life, or at least unfit the sin-bound one to 
receive eternal life. Jesus, while on earth, said, ‘““Whoso- 
ever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” Also Paul de- 
clared: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto right- 
eousness?” (John 8:34; Rom. 6:16). 

Many are slaves to strong drink, to tobacco, drugs, and 
other harmful habits, not realizing that they are helpless 
if catering to their own natural instincts, which in many 
instances lead to an early grave. Those who are acquainted 
with this “law of liberty,” which James mentions, and 
still indulge in works of the flesh, such as anger, jealousy, 
hatred, pride, are also slaves until they overcome those 
propensities. 

Jesus said, “‘ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” But, of course, being made free by know- 
ing the truth means much more than a simple assent to 
the teachings of Jesus. This statement is qualified by 
other passages, such as: “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” And, “For not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified” 
(Matt. 7: 21; Rom. 2:18). 

Knowing and believing the doctrinal truth will free us 
from superstition, error and darkness in our religious 
beliefs; but strict obedience to the practical truths of the 
Bible is our only avenue of escape from the thralldom of 
sin. Only in this way may we become “servants of right- 
eousness,” and in the end be freed from the clutches of 
eternal death. 

The unreformed man is a slave to sin; but that condi- 
tion need not be perpetual. God in His mercy sent His 
truth to guide us, and His Son to show us an example of 
the perfect life; so we, through waging a continual war- 
fare against the evil propensities of our nature, can gain 
freedom, and be worthy of the crown of life promised to 
all overcomers. 

The warfare we must wage to insure ultimate freedom 
is spoken of by Paul in II. Cor. 10: 4, 5, “For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down imagi- 
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

To strengthen us to do the required work we must arm 
ourselves with the mind of Christ, laying aside our own 
thoughts and ways. Not until we can say, as did Paul, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith,” have we gained freedom. It has been truly 
said: “He only is free whose body is the servant of his 
mind, and whose mind, untrammeled, is the servant of 


God.” 


BE WHAT YOU PROFESS TO BE 


PROFESSED Christian sold a load of poor hay to 
a certain colonel, who rebuked him. 
The church member whined, “I am a soldier, too!” 
“You?” questioned the colonel in a tone of utter dis- 
gust. “What kind of a soldier are you?” 
“TI am a soldier of the cross of Christ,” was the reply. 
“That may be,” replied the colonel, “but you have been 
on a furlough ever since I knew you.” 


There are many people who have professed Christian- 
ity for years, and who would be highly insulted if one 
should imply they acted unchristianlike. 

“Christian” is a sign of honor and respect, when used 
in the right way; but too many people want the credit, 
minus the obligation. 

An automobile bears upon its hub the name of the firm 
that made it. Wherever the automobile goes it carries the 
reputation of its maker. 

It does not need to talk. Every mile it goes it writes a 
new advertisement a mile long. 

So as soon as a man takes upon himself the name of 
“Christian,” every deed he does is an advertisement of 
Jesus Christ. 

You owe it to your God, your nation, your community 
and yourself to be an effective representative of Truth 
and Righteousness. 


“T’d rather see a sermon, than hear one any day; 

I’d rather one would walk with me, than merely tell the 
way. 

The eye’s a better pupil, and more willing than the ear; 

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear. 

The best of all the preachers are men who live their 
creeds, 

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs. 

I soon can learn to do it if you’ll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too 
fast may run. 

The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true; 

But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do. 

I may not learn the precepts that you are glad to give, 

But there will be no mistaking how you act and how 
you live.” 





OPPORTUNITY 


Master of human destinies am I, 

Cities and fields I walk; I penetrate 
Deserts and seas remote, and passing by 
Hovel, and mart, and palace soon or late 
I knock unbidden once at every gate! 

If sleeping, wake—if feasting, rise before 
I turn away. It is the hour of fate, 

And they who follow me reach every state 
Mortals desire and conquer every foe 
Save death, but those who doubt or hesitate, 
Condemned to failure, penury and woe, 
Seek me in vain and uselessly implore; 

I answer not, and I return no more. 


—Sel. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: I. John 3:15, “Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” 


As we drive along the city street we come to a barri- 
cade by an open manhole, and a sign, “Men at Work.” 
Have you ever seen a man from whose life you could de- 
tect that God is at work in the deep recesses of his soul? 
The Apostle John wrote his entire First Epistle on the 
theme of God at work, and he said, the sign of His life in 
you is that you love one another. “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death” (I. John 
3:14). The death spoken of here is not the stopping of 
the pulse beat, or severing the jugular vein, not the col- 
lapse of the lungs, or complete cessation of all the life 
processes; it is a man cutting himself off from the Eter- 
nal, the state of being “dead in trespasses and sins.” 

Death, too, has its signs. ““Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer.” Murder means taking life. That is the 
capital crime. The man who hates his brother is the man 
who cuts himself off from his brother. The sign of life is 
that a man is concerned about the welfare of his brother 
in the faith; the sign of death is that he cares not. 

When people in general] talk about brotherly love they 
are inclined to think of it in the “wholesale and approve 
it in the abstract.” They readily agree that the world is 
suffering from hatreds, nation against nation, race against 
race, class against class. But John’s Epistle brings the 
matter close home and restricts the area of our thinking, 
focussing it directly upon ourselves. When John speaks 
about hating our brother he means our fellow Christian, 
as Paul states, “especially those of the household of 
faith.” This death—hatred—fiourishes in the soil of self- 
deception, where people tell each other that they are in 
favor of such love, but do nothing about it. 


We sometimes are reluctant to give practical help to 
a brother in need. We say to ourselves, if he would at- 
tack his problems in a more practical way he might not 
need help. But such is not always the case, and selfishness 
may prompt our reasoning. If we knew Jesus were some- 
where in the immediate vicinity and needed help, we 
should be quick to come to His assistance. But remember, 
it was He Himself who said: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me” (Matt. 25: 40). 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus touched upon mur- 
der from the angle of anger against our brother. Much of 
the reasoning in Matthew 5 bears especially on the prop- 
osition that the Mosaic or Ten Commandment Law 
had terminated, that Jesus’ ministry marked the terminal 
point of its existence; that while He had not come to “de- 
stroy the law or the prophets” (v. 17), He had come to 
fulfill it. In other words, the useful life of the Mosaic Law 
was spent; it now was to be wholly superseded by a “new 
and better way,” the law of faith, that law to which the 
Mosaic Law was added at the time of the departing of the 
Children of Israel from Egypt. 

Jesus’ first comparison between the characteristics of 
the two laws has to do with the sin of murder. Verse 21 
reads: “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall 
be in danger of the judgment”: meaning of course the 
overt act of taking life. And in the following verse Jesus 


proceeds to show the contrast between the two laws. “But 
I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.” A 
man did not have to strike another down with a death 
blow to be a murderer; he did not have to get an accom- 
plice to perform homicide for him as infamous Jezebel 
did for the apostate King Ahab in the case of Naboth, 
whose land the king wanted to attach to the royal estate; 
or plan another’s demise, as David did with Uriah. To be 
angry with one’s brother is a transgression, and as such 
will draw the sentence of eternal death from the supreme 
Judge at the Final Judgment seat. 

A question could be raised about Jesus’ phrasing in 
Matt. 5: 22, “Whosoever is angry with his brother with- 
out a cause.” Would it be possible to condemn anger as 
wholly evil in the face of Jesus’ words? If when there is 
a “cause” a man can get angry, then anger cannot be 
totally condemned. However, in the Douay Version of the 
Bible the words “without a cause” are omitted. Thus the 
text reads, “whosoever is angry with his brother, shall 
be in danger of the judgment.” 

And there is still another definition of love for our 
brother, one that is entirely foreign to human thinking, 
and that is to tell him of his faults. To have this love for 
our brother is the sign of spiritual life. To have it not, or 
to refrain from showing it, is the sign of death. “In order 
to understand this business of Death with a capital D and 
Life with a capital L,” stated a prominent minister, “we 
have to peer deep into our own hearts.” Surely this test 
of self-searching would reveal the average professing 
Christian to be totally unfamiliar with the art of show- 
ing true Bible love. 

A statement by Moses on brotherly love provides a 
clue to the thinking of the Divine Mind. “Thou shalt not 
hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise 
rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him” (Lev. 
19:15). The neighbor is the brother, and the brother is 
the neighbor. If we see him in transgression we must re- 
buke and warn him; there is no better way to show godly 
love for him. “Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh- 
bor, and not suffer sin upon him.” If we fail to heed this 
command we are hating our brother, hence are what John 
defines as “murderers.” 


If a motorist were aware that a half mile down the 
highway a bridge was out, and the hazardous breach in 
the pavement was rendered invisible to approaching traf- 
fic by a bend in the road, could that motorist say he had 
any love for his fellow motorists if he made no effort to 
warn them of the peril just ahead? And if lives were lost 
through his negligence, would he not in the deepest sense 
be guilty of murder? 

Now we must each be our brother’s keeper. None of 
us “liveth unto himself.” We may see our brother in 
transgression; but he may not be aware of his error, or 
may be willfully blinded. The law of God declares that 
“the wages of sin is death.” Our brother has transgressed, 
the law of God is inexorable, the death penalty will be 
imposed if he does not repent and reform. If we shirk our 
responsibility and do not warn him and he dies in his in- 
iquity, his blood will be required at our hand: we are 
guilty of a hatred that abetted death, and “no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” 

From this text it is evident that in working out one’s 
salvation and securing the hope of eternal life, the en- 
tire brotherhood of Christ becomes implicated. Bible ha- 
tred is forbidden, anger intolerable. The Golden Rule 
must be observed: Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


Many are the letters that are being received at the 
Mission, expressing praise and gratitude for the help re- 
ceived through reading and studying the articles in the 
MESSAGE. This is appreciated by the staff of workers. 
Among several outstanding ones is the following from 
a reader in Middleburg, Pa. 

“Megiddo Mission: I wish to state that I received my 
receipt for the MESSAGE and also the books; and never 
was | so thrilled, and never did I read any books that ex- 
plained the plain truth of the Bible like these do. I am 
trying to get my son interested in reading them, and also 
my daughter and the children, and anyone else that wishes 
to read them. For me, the sun shines so much brighter 
and my burdens seem much lighter; for both I and my 
daughter went through something awful—and all through 
a misunderstanding of the teachings of the Bible. I 
couldn’t begin to explain the misery I went through; but, 
thank God, I am beginning to get a better understanding 
through the MESSAGE of the Megiddo Mission... . 

Very sincerely, Mrs. M— M. M—.” 


The following was received from a reader of the MEs- 
SAGE in London, England. 

“Dear Friend: I was very pleased indeed to receive 
your letter, telling me about your book on the History 
of the Megiddo Mission. I have since had the book, and 
have enjoyed reading it very much. Yes, I have the copies 
of the MESSAGE quite regularly, thank you... . Will close 
now, wishing you all the best for 1955. Ss. T—.” 


A brother in N. Ireland replies to a letter from a mem- 
ber of our congregation. 

“Dear Brother B—: Christian Greetings. I received 
your letter on the 14th of January. You said to let you 
know if I had received a copy of History of the Megiddo 
Mission. I have not received any copy yet. When I re- 
ceive a copy I will let you know. Thank you so much for 
your kind thought, thinking of me so far apart from each 
other. .. . It is good to find kind friends like you. I think 
you are about the nicest Christians that I have ever met. 
Remember me to all the congregation of your Church, 
and also remember me in prayer. . . . With very best 
Christian Greetings, — B—.” 


Another enthusiastic expression comes from a reader 
at Mitcham, S. Australia. 

“How do you do, Mr. W—? I got a thrill receiving my 
first personal letter from the Megiddo Mission, and which 
I very much appreciate and say Thank you very much. 
Again I would say I very much appreciate the kindly 
thought that prompted you to write to me. How we all 
need the personal touch! God always meets big experi- 
ences with great demonstrations of His love. The Sept. 
25 issue of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE gave me an intimate 
glimpse of your way of living at the Mission. How odd 
it is that one hears so little of Megiddo in Australia! ... 
I shall be happy to hear further from you and be of serv- 
ice. God bless you and your loved ones. s— L—.” 


The brother at Fairmont, W. Va., is grateful for the 
letter-of-the-month. 

“Dear Brother B—: .. . Indeed I am most thankful for 
these letters received each month from the fountain head 
of Truth; they are such a help to us scattered abroad 
from ‘Dear Megiddo.’ Says Psalm 119: 165, ‘Great peace 
have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend 
them.’ From this we can know that if we let the petty 
things of this life offend us, we are not truly loving His 


law or commandments; for we read in I. John 5:3, ‘For 
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not grievous.’ 

“Thanking you again for these helpful letters, I will 
close with Ps. 136: 1, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for 
he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.’ 

Your brother striving, C. R. T—.” 


The following two letters are from a brother and his 
wife at Elgin, Ore. 

“Dear Brother: Happiness, in its truer sense, is not 
something that comes to us involuntarily, but a thing that 
must be cultured. .. . It is in reality a mental attitude; 
the sum total of thankfulness for blessings received, con- 
tentment with one’s lot, a determination to make the best 
of adverse circumstances which we cannot alter. 

“We are perfectly familiar with the Biblical formula 
for happiness: ‘Happy is the man that feareth always’; 
‘Happy is the man whom God correcteth’; ‘Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom’; ‘If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.’ Said a wise man many centuries 
ago: ‘A cheerful heart’—contented mind—hath a con- 
tinual feast’; and an equally profound though much bet- 
ter man nearly a thousand years later added another very 
important element—‘godliness.’ A contented mind may 
be the greatest producer of happiness with which the 
ordinary man is familiar, but those initiated into God’s 
plan for the salvation of the individual know that ‘god- 
liness with contentment is great gain.’ J— G.” 


“Dear Sister: We are ‘silently building a house each 
day’ called character, ‘by works and by every secret 
thought,’ and if we do not have a perfect character when 
Jesus comes, our building will not endure throughout 
eternity. It has been said, ‘Whatever you wish, that you 
are; for such is the force of our will, that whatever we 
wish to be, seriously, and with true intention, that we be- 
come.’ If we are truly longing for a home that shall never 
end, joy and happiness that shall never fade, we will go 
to work and show it by our actions, for ‘the Lord is a God 
of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed’ (I. Sam. 
2:3). This is no small undertaking but one that will re- 
quire untiring effort and unceasing vigilance on our part. 
Our mind is given us; but our character we make. 

Your sister, Mrs. J— G—.” 


A brother at Canastota, N. Y., expresses gratitude. 

“Dear Friends in the Truth: I cannot express how 
much the MESSAGE means to me. Where else in the world 
could I get the whole truth concerning the Bible? 

“We are practicing a play for Christmas [Abib first, 
March 25]. You gave the play to my wife about ten years 
ago. It is a wonderful play telling about our reward if we 
do God’s will. One striving, E— J—.” 





OBITUARY 
DONALD E. DOMAN 


Today’s mail brings us the sad word of the passing of 
our friend and subscriber, Mr. Donald E. Doman of Rocky 
Mount, N. C., January 29. 

Mr. Doman had received aid from the columns of THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE; and since the sustaining of a severe 
injury from lightning which curtailed all his activities, 
he had been visited twice by our missionaries. 

We extend our sympathy to the bereaved family, and 
would urge those who mourn to strive earnestly for a 
home in God’s Kingdom, where death can never enter and 
sorrow never comes. 








WASH AND BE CLEAN 


A leper, all filthy and vile, 
Once came to a Prophet of old 
To be healed by his marv’lous power, 
Bringing treasures, silver and gold. 
What were the words of the Prophet? 
They teach us a lesson, I ween: 
“Go dip seven times in Jordan,” 
Go wash in pure water; be clean! 


As Jesus was passing along, 
A blind beggar sat by the way 
Whose vision had never beheld 
The glorious light of the day. 
The Master, with loving pity 
For the one who sat there alone, 
Anointing his eyes, said kindly, 
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.” 


If you find in your heart of flesh 

The vile, leprous spottings of sin, 
Go dip seven times in Jordan, 

Go wash in the word and be clean. 
Obedience to God’s Holy Law 

Is the truest of offerings seen; 
’Tis the Lord’s chosen sacrifice, 

To wash in the word and be clean. 


We may cleanse the sin-cankering sore 
Of our flesh at the Fountain Head, 
If we but follow the Master 
And keep all the words He has said. 
If life’s way is o’er-clouded and dark, 
And with doubts and fears you are rent; 
Then fly to the fountain of life, 
Go wash in the word that is sent. 


With faith the salve of anointing, 
And God’s word the water of life, 
We may, if we will, come seeing 
Our way through earth’s darkness and 
strife. 
Are you heavy-laden with grief? 
Seek comfort and rest from the Word; 
Cast all your care on the Saviour 
And walk in the law of the Lord. 


Go wash, and come seeing the Light 
That’s guiding the wanderers home; 

With faith, like the poor blind beggar 
Who washed in the Pool of Siloam. 

Go wash and be clean, says the Master; 
Go wash in the fountains that foam— 

Truth’s cleansing, life-giving Fountain, 
Go wash in the Pool of Siloam. 
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